apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
Let us pray to Jesus our Saviour. Christ, born in a stable, give courage to
all who are homeless: Jesus, Saviour, hear our prayer.
Christ, for whom the angels sang, give the song of the kingdom to all
who weep: Jesus, Saviour, hear our prayer.
Christ, worshipped by the shepherds, give peace on earth to all who are
oppressed: Jesus, Saviour, hear our prayer.
Christ, before whom the wise men knelt, give humility and wisdom to all
who govern: Jesus, Saviour, hear our prayer.
Christ, whose radiance filled a lowly manger, give the glory of your
resurrection to all who rest in you: Jesus, Saviour, hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus Christ, child of Mary you know us and love us, you
share our lives and hear our prayer. Glory to you for ever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
for ever. Amen.
Blessing
Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and
heavenly, fill you with peace and goodwill and make you partakers of the
divine nature; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, be among us and remain with us always. Amen.
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THE PARISH OF
ST. JOHN BAPTIST, BROUGHTON
Jesus said, "I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last." John 15.16
We seek to make Jesus known in our community, through our joyful, loving service and worship

CHRISTMAS DAY
Preparation
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you
and also with you.
You may wish to light a candle as a symbol of Christ the light of the world
being born today
We light this candle for all God’s messengers, preparing the way for
change, signs pointing to a new age to come.
God, as we wait for your promise, give light, give hope.
Prayers of Penitence
Hear the words of the angel to Joseph: ‘You shall call his name Jesus, for
he will save his people from their sins.’ Therefore let us seek the
forgiveness of God through Jesus the Saviour of the world.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and
against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, through negligence,
through weakness, through our own deliberate fault. We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who
died for us, forgive us all that is past and grant that we may serve you in
newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen.

May the Father of all mercies cleanse you from your sins, and restore you
in his image to the praise and glory of his name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Collect
Almighty God, you have given us your only-begotten Son to take our
nature upon him and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin: grant
that we, who have been born again and made your children by
adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The Liturgy of the Word
Reading – Isaiah 62:6-12
Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all
night they shall never be silent. You who remind the LORD, take no rest,
and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and makes it
renowned throughout the earth. The LORD has sworn by his
right hand and by his mighty arm: I will not again give your grain to be
food for your enemies, and foreigners shall not drink the wine
for which you have laboured; but those who garner it shall eat it and
praise the LORD, and those who gather it shall drink it in my holy courts.
Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people; build
up, build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the
peoples. The LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to
daughter Zion, ‘See, your salvation comes; his reward is with him, and his
recompense before him.’ They shall be called, ‘The Holy People, The
Redeemed of the LORD’; and you shall be called, ‘Sought Out, A City Not
Forsaken.’
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading
Alleluia, alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, and
all flesh shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia.
Here the Holy Gospel our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

John 1:1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What
has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through
him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was
in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world
did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did
not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name,
he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood
or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in
one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and

