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Jesus said: "I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last." John 15.16
We seek to make Jesus known in our community,
through our joyful, loving service and worship.
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Reflection

climate crisis in the reality of political extremism,
white supremacy, domestic terrorism, fear and lies.
He said: To overcome these challenges, to restore the
soul and secure the future of America, requires so
much more than words. It requires the most elusive of
all things in a democracy – unity. Unity.

Division
For a year I lived and worked in Berlin when it was a
walled city. I visited East Berlin frequently. To do so I
had to go through the checkpoints at the Wall, secured
by armed soldiers. My American passport invariably
brought out a particular hostility and I was often body
searched.

Amanda Gorman spoke her poem for the same
occasion:
...And yes, we are far from polished, far from
pristine,
but that doesn’t mean we are striving to form
a union that is perfect.

Once when I mistakenly got out at the wrong S-bahn
station, I faced a machine gun and growling German
shepherd dog. When through the wall, one entered a
world that hadn’t changed since WW II. It was like all
of those black and white, Cold War spy movies. Further
along Strasse unter den Linden, beyond the dereliction
and divisions, people were generally friendly and
helpful.

We are striving to forge our union with
purpose.
To compose a country committed to all
cultures, colours, characters, and conditions
of man.
And so we lift our gazes not to what stands
between us, but what stands before us.

Former President D. Trump spent billions of dollars
building a wall between the border of Mexico and some
Southwestern states. The Israeli West Bank wall is a
separation barrier along a so-called Green Line. Israel
calls it a security barrier against terrorism, while
Palestinians call it a racial segregation or apartheid
wall.

We close the divide because we know, to put
our future first, we must first put our
differences aside.
We lay down our arms so we can reach out
our arms to one another.

I think of other walls: The Great Walls of China,
Sumeria, Athens, Constantinople, Hadrian’s Wall, all
have all tried to keep “others” out. The Berlin Wall
tried to keep people in. Ultimately they end up as
ruins.

We seek harm to none and harmony for all.
Let the globe, if nothing else, say this is true:
That even as we grieved, we grew.

The Bible calls for people to live in unity, peace and
love. Just three examples:

That even as we tired, we tried.

Psalm 133: How very good and pleasant it is when
kindred live together in unity!

That we’ll forever be tied together, victorious.
Not because we will never again know defeat,
but because we will never again sow
division....

That even as we hurt, we hoped.

Ephesians 4:1-6: I therefore, the prisoner of the
Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to
which you have been called, with all humility and
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in
love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one
Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your
calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and
Father of all, who is above all and through all, and in
all.

The church is where we are to be one in Christ Jesus.
And yet it is so often divided by arguments and
differences. Where there are walls, we have to tear
them down. Where there is enmity, there must be
peace and love. Unity of purpose is as necessary in
church as it is in a nation.
...he died for all so that those who live might live no
longer for themselves, but for him who died and was
raised for them.” 2 Corinthians 5:15.

1Peter 3:8: Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit,
sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart, and a
humble mind.

And so we lift our gazes not to what stands
between us, but what stands before us.

There are deep divisions in the world and in the
Church. In his inaugural address President Joe Biden
was clear about the challenges facing America: the
COVID virus, the economy, racial injustice, and

Canon Andrea Titterington
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when George was three years old. Herbert and his
siblings were raised by his mother, who helped push
for a good education for her children. His eldest
brother Edward (who inherited his late father's estates
and was ultimately created Baron Herbert of Cherbury)
became a soldier, diplomat, historian, poet, and
philosopher. Herbert's younger brother was Sir Henry
Herbert, Master of the Revels to Kings Charles I and II.

Thank You Everyone

Once again, despite huge reservations and total
uncertainty in this extraordinary year, the Christmas
puddings have sold well, with the very last remaining
puddings being sold in the first week of the New Year!
I am extremely grateful to all those who bought these
delicious puddings, who I never saw but who visited
The Broadway Pantry and the parish office to buy
them.

Herbert entered Westminster School at or around the
age of 12 as a day pupil, although later he became a
residential scholar. He was admitted on a scholarship
to Trinity College, Cambridge, in 1609, and graduated
with a Master's degree in 1616 at the age of 23.
Subsequently, Herbert was elected a major fellow of his
college and then appointed Reader in Rhetoric. In 1620
his fluency in Greek and Latin led to his election to the
post of the University's Public Orator, a position he
held until 1627 and which attracted the attention
of King James I. He served in Parliament in 1624 and
again briefly in 1625.

Huge thanks, as always, but especially this year, to
Emily and Alison and the staff at The Broadway
Pantry, who sold a huge number of puddings and were
delighted to welcome new faces in their bakery. Also
huge thanks to Vicky and Kath at the parish office who
went out of their way to help. Without all this
assistance, very few puddings would have been sold.
We have raised £300 for church funds and as I
mentioned in my earlier message, I will divide the
proceeds between the church and the church choir.

After the death of King James, Herbert renewed his
interest in ordination. He gave up his secular
ambitions in his mid-thirties and in 1630 took Holy
Orders in the Church of England, spending the rest of
his life as the rector of the little parish of St Andrew's
Church in Bemerton, in Wiltshire.

I do hope that you enjoyed a happy Christmas and I
know that you enjoyed your pudding!
I wish you a Happy New Year and hope that we can
meet again sometime in 2021.

While at Bemerton, Herbert
revised and added to his
collection of poems entitled
The Temple. He also wrote
a guide to rural ministry
entitled A Priest to the
Temple or The County
Parson His Character and
Rule of Holy Life, which
has remained influential to
this day. Having married
shortly before taking up his
post, he and his wife gave a
home to three orphaned
nieces. Twice a week
Herbert made the short
journey into Salisbury to
attend services at the
Cathedral, and afterwards
would make music with the cathedral musicians.

With best wishes

Anne Lockwood

Priest and Poet
George Herbert (3 April 1593 – 1 March 1633)
was a poet, orator, and priest of the Church of England,
whose feast day is
celebrated on the 27th
February. He was born,
one of ten children, in
Montgomery, Wales, the
son of Richard Herbert
and his wife Magdalen,
the daughter of Sir
Richard Newport.

Herbert wrote poetry in English, Latin and Greek. In
1633 all his English poems were published in The
Temple: Sacred Poems and Private Ejaculations.

The Herbert family was
wealthy and powerful in
both national and local
government, and George
was descended from the
same stock as the Earls of Pembroke. His father was a
Member of Parliament, a Justice of the Peace, and later
served for several years as High Sheriff of
Montgomeryshire.

Herbert hoped that the reader would find in his
anthology: a picture of the many spiritual conflicts
that have passed between God and my soul, before I
could subject mine to the will of Jesus, my Master.
This theme, experienced by many of us on our spiritual
journey, must have resonated with many who read his
poems because the book went through eight editions
over the next sixty years.

His mother Magdalen was a patron and friend of
clergyman and poet John Donne. As George's
godfather, Donne stood in after Richard Herbert died

(continued on page 4)
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George Herbert

Herbert constantly questioned his role as preacher and
how he, with all his human frailties, could lead others
to God.

(continued from page 3)

In The Windows:

All of Herbert's surviving English poems are on
religious themes and his direct expression is nowhere
more clearly shown than in the opening lines of The
Collar:

Lord, how can man preach thy eternal
word?
He is a brittle crazy glass;

I struck the board, and cried, “No more;

Yet in thy temple thou dost him afford

I will abroad!

This glorious and transcendent place,

What? shall I ever sigh and pine?

To be a window, through thy grace.

My lines and life are free, free as the road,

He uses the comparison with stained glass to answer
his question:

Loose as the wind, as large as store.

But when thou dost anneal in glasse thy
storie,

Shall I be still in suit?
Have I no harvest but a thorn

Making thy life to shine within

To let me blood, and not restore

The holy Preachers; then the light and glorie

What I have lost with cordial fruit?

More rev’rend grows, & more doth win:

Herbert shocks his reader by crying out, seemingly
without provocation, that he has had enough. This is
Herbert’s most rebellious poem, and a reminder that
his work encompasses not only the joys but also the
difficulties of the human relationship with God.

Which else shows watrish, bleak, & thin.
A righteous preacher is likened to stained glass in
church windows, a fragile medium but one, when
annealed or strengthened by faith, through which
God's light shines to reveal His truth and to illuminate
people’s minds much more effectively than the cleric’s
mere words.

He is bursting with frustration and begins with a
potentially blasphemous gesture, his fist slamming on
the altar, the Lord’s own table or board. The angry
speaker has had enough of what feels like enslavement
to God, under the collar or yoke of obedience and duty,
and the poem unfolds in a rush of furious resentment.

Despite these intellectual debates and battles, Herbert
was also a most pragmatic priest, who throughout his
brief ministry showed unfailing care for his
parishioners, bringing the sacraments to them when
they were ill and providing food and clothing for those
in need. Henry Vaughan called him a most glorious
saint and seer.

With the wit typical of the Metaphysical poets, he puns
on the word collar, leading the reader to think perhaps
of both choler (anger) and caller. This burden, this
feeling that we all experience at some time in our life of
being overwhelmed by events and restrictions, is
resolved in the final lines of the poem:

Herbert was never a healthy man
of consumption at the age of only 39.

But as I rav’d and grew more fierce and wilde

and

died

Despite the inner conflict, which characterises many of
his poems, the words of one of his familiar hymns
reveal the joy that he found in both his work as a
country parson and in his relationship with God:

At every word,
Me thoughts I heard one calling, Childe:
And I reply’d, My Lord.

Let all the world in every corner sing,
My God and King.

With one loving word from God, his caller, the
overwhelming human anger dissipates. The speaker’s
simple response, My Lord, re-establishes his
relationship with God. Questioning and faith, the
human and the divine, conclude the poem hand in
hand and in harmony.

The heavens are not too high,
His praise may thither fly:
The earth is not too low,
His praises there may grow.

Commenting on his religious poetry later in the 17th
century, Richard Baxter said: Herbert speaks to God
like one that really believeth in God, and whose
business in the world is most with God. Heart-work
and heaven-work make up his books.

Let all the world in every corner sing,
My God and king.
BH
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Who Remembers This?

Many thanks to June Eccles for her recollection of this Broughton Sunday School production of forty years ago. Lots of
familiar names (all a little older today perhaps!) and families.
June recalls one particular sketch based on the never-ending ditty popular at the time: If I were not upon this stage,
something else I'd like to be; If I were not upon this stage, a ….’s life for me…
Carol Buckley (nee Marquis) was a tennis player; Winston Hood played a milkmaid, and June herself was a fisherman,
who was startled to find that during the interval, the paper fish on the end of her line, had been replaced (by some
unknown but mischievous soul) with a frozen mackerel!
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and Wilson said 'well why not' and that is how the
decision was made... in a few seconds a century and
half of argument about decimalisation came to an
end.

Pause for Thought
A Happy Heart

The familiar pound (£), shilling (s) and pence (d) coins
were phased out over the next 18 months in favour of a
system dividing the pound into units of ten, including
half, one, two, five, ten and 50 pence denominations.

With a happy heart and light step
Go cheerfully along.
And catch a sunbeam when you can
And hum a happy song.
Then counting blessings every morning,
Being thankful every night,
Send your love to those around you,
Reaching out towards the light.
Nature gives us endless beauty;
Watch seasons as they turn;
See the colours ever changing,
Touching flower field and fern.
Life has hope and joy to offer;
Seek for wonder every day.
Go forward with a happy heart.
Step lightly on your way.

There was a huge publicity campaign leading up to the
change, to familiarise the population with the new
currency. Two years before D-Day, two million
booklets explaining the changes were sent out to
retailers, schools, businesses and libraries. Twelve
months before the changeover, every household was
sent a leaflet, and in the run up to the change, there
was a comprehensive radio and TV campaign. Banks
closed for the two previous working days to prepare for
the implementation of the new currency on what
became known as D Day.

Iris Hesselden

D Day: Take Two
On the 15th February 1971 the Conservative
Government under Edward Heath launched a new
decimal currency across the country. Work on the new
system had begun in March 1966 when the Treasury,
under the then Labour Government, made the
practical and legislative preparations for setting up a
Whitehall department a year later. As far back as 1862,
the Westminster Select Committee on Weights and
Measures favoured the introduction of decimalisation
to accompany the introduction of metric weights and
measures. The Royal Commission on Decimal Coinage
(1918-20) also examined various ways of achieving
decimalisation, but again no agreement on a new
system was reached.

Chairman of the Decimal Currency Board (DCB) Lord
Fiske told reporters: The general picture is quite clear
and the smooth and efficient changeover so many
people have worked for is now in fact being achieved.
However, he expected it would take several months to
adapt the five million machines affected by the new
coinage.

But remarkably, in the end it took the government only
seconds to decide to get rid of the currency that had
served Britain for thousands of years. It happened one
day when the then Chancellor of the Exchequer Jim
Callaghan popped next door to see Prime Minister
Harold Wilson.

(continued on page 7)

The economist Peter Jay, who was also Mr Callaghan's
son-in-law, recalled: They talked for about 20 seconds
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D Day

New coins were introduced in 1968 with the new 5p
and 10p pieces, which were the same size and value as
the old shilling and two-shilling coins…. As it was
engineered to be a gradual change-over, a further coin
was introduced in 1969 – the 50p – to replace the ten
bob (shilling) note…. The 50p coin was referred to as a
10-shilling coin at the time. On Monday 15 February
1971, the process was completed when the 0.5p, 1p and
2p coins were introduced.

(continued from page 6)
According to Chairman of the Joint Trade Committee
of the London Cab Trade, John Welland, it would take
fifteen months to convert all the fare meters for
London's 9,000 taxis.
Some traders - such as luxury London department
store Fortnum and Mason - were well-prepared for the
switch, with dual pricing on many items. Some
reporters at the time noted men continued to spend
their old pennies in the public lavatories in Piccadilly.
A few market-stall holders were concerned by the size
of the new halfpenny, but Lord Fiske explained: It is
not unduly small by world standards. It has an
important role to play particularly in price-shading of
low-priced goods.
Out went the shilling, the half-crown and the sixpence,
with all their historic associations. In came a new,
unfamiliar European-style -currency — much to the
outrage of millions of ordinary Britons.

One old coin that survived longer than expected was
the sixpence. Worth 2.5p, it remained in circulation
until 1980, after a public campaign to keep it.
Dick Taverne, who was chief secretary to the Treasury
a year before decimalization, said: There was a
passionate public campaign Save our Sixpence.
People were very fond of the coin. They said it was
part of our heritage. It was thought a terrible thing to
get rid of the sixpence. I remember in the course of the
debate, one of the Labour members screaming 'But
what about the housewife, she is going to miss the
sixpence, she is going to be exploited - how dreadful
the decision to abolish the sixpence'. It was a very
emotive issue.
Fifty years on, those old coins are a distant memory for
those in their 40s and beyond, and a puzzlement for
those too young to have known them.

In the end, the transition was fairly smooth. Some of
the old coins remained in use in parallel with the new
the shilling and florin became 5p and 10p bits, while
the sixpence lived on as two and a half p, which would
buy you a packet of crisps.

They may however, after fifty, also be a puzzlement to
those old enough to actually remember our pounds,
shillings and pence but who have long forgotten their
twelve times table. Test your memory and your Maths
with the sums on page 8. Small prizes for those
submitting an all-correct answer paper…email it to:
bros.hurley@gmail.com.

For some however – perhaps the future Brexiteers decimalization looked like a profoundly symbolic
moment, marking the end of a proud history of defiant
insularity and the beginning of the creeping
Europeanisation of Britain’s institutions (at least
according to the Daily Mail).

BH
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Some sums - when LSD only meant money!

Light up a life
December 2020
23rd

Lucie Whalley

To celebrate the 21st birthday of my granddaughter Ellie

February 2021
1st
2nd
10th
13th
14th
16th
20th
20th
25th
25th

Beryl Bowcott
Keith Gorton
Lucie Whalley
Beryl Bowcott
Maureen Kennedy
Elizabeth and family
Des Allen
Steven, Mel and Matilda Jackson
Gill and Edward Kramer
Maureen Kennedy

In loving memory of her father Wilfred Bowcott
In memory of my dear wife, Margaret, on our Anniversary
In loving memory of Ivor
In loving memory of my mother Lilian Mary Bowcott
In loving memory of Mum
In loving memory of Richard Goodall whose birthday it is today
In memory of my Mother Lydel Allen
In loving memory on the Anniversary of Rebecca Addison
To celebrate the 5th birthday of our grand-daughter Olivia Charlotte Kramer
In loving memory of Mum on her birthday

Anyone who would like to have the church flood-lit on a particular occasion to celebrate an anniversary or
commemorate a loved one can book it by calling Chris Couper on 01772 863782 or e-mail chris.j.couper@talk21.com
The cost per night is £15. Please send cash, or cheques made payable to “PCC of Broughton”, to Chris Couper,
78 Greenacres, Fulwood, Preston, PR2 7DB.
REMINDER --- PLEASE REMEMBER TO GIFT AID YOUR DONATION, the church can claim an extra 25 pence
for every pound you give.
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Housing
and the Church of
England

The new post will involve leading efforts to implement
the recommendations of the:
Archbishop of
Canterbury's Commission on Housing, Church and
Community

For the past two years the Archbishop of Canterbury’s
Commission
on
Housing,
Church
and
Community has been travelling around England
meeting individuals, groups and organisations affected
by and working to alleviate the housing crisis in
England. “What housing crisis?” you may ask, “There
are thousands of new homes being built all around us
in the North of Preston!”

Although we have been concentrating on what the new
St. Martin’s Chapel/Parish Hall means for the ministry
and fellowship of the parish, we are at the forefront of
fulfilling the Archbishop’s goals in utilizing the
remainder of the St. Martin’s site for affordable
housing. Regenda Homes Ltd., a non-profit housing
association, will be building 14 affordable homes next
to our Chapel/Parish Hall. We will be able to welcome
new households into our parish and do our bit to tackle
the housing crisis.

which will be published in late February.

Do those homes meet the needs of people on low or
medium incomes? Starting at over £200,000, even
with government incentives such as Help to Buy, the
answer is “no”. Researchers for the BBC Housing
Briefingi gap - the difference between the current
housing stock and the number needed for everyone to
have a decent home to live in - is more than one
million homes.

i

http://news.files.bbci.co.uk/include/newsspec/pdfs/bbc-briefinghousing-newsspec-26534.pdf
ii
https://www.housing.org.uk/about-housing-associations/about-socialhousing/
iii
BBC Housing Briefing, Ibid.

Project Team

Homelessness is rising, private rents are unaffordable
for many, and thousands people are priced out of
buying a home. Social housing can provide an answer
for some, but there is nowhere near enough to meet
demand.

Dad Humour…take 3

Research carried out for the National Housing
Federation and Crisisii shows that we need 90,000
new social rented homes every year, but a lack of
funding means only about 5,000 are being built.
Although it is difficult to record completely, recent
research has shown that there are approximately
320,000 homeless people in the UK.iii
This figure counts 140,000 families including 200,000
children, 120,000 adults and 5,000 sleeping on the
street. In 2018 there were 1.1 million on waiting lists
for council and housing association homes. The
economic effects of the COVID pandemic, where many
people have received reduced incomes or lost their
jobs, will make things worse. When the ban on
evictions is lifted and mortgage arrears are counted,
homelessness will rise.
Poor or unaffordable housing affects every aspect of
life: health, including mental health, children’s
education, and the ability to prosper in life. The
Archbishop of Canterbury strongly believes that the
Church must tackle housing inequality and find
possible solutions, particularly by using its land.
He has appointed Dr. Guli Francis-Dehqani as the
Church of England’s Lead Bishop for Housing to
spearhead the Church’s efforts to help ease the UK’s
crippling housing crisis.
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