Broughton

Jesus said: "I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last." John 15.16
We seek to make Jesus known in our community,
through our joyful, loving service and worship.

Francesco Zaganelli da Cotignola (c. 1475-1532)
The Holy Family (oil on panel)
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Vicar’s Voice
O come, O come
Emmanuel….to….Joy to the
World, the Lord has come.
When out and about in the car I
usually listen to Heart FM (other
radio stations are available!) They
have been running a competition recently where
someone had to answer five questions in a short space
of time and once someone had done that, they would
play Christmas songs on the radio.
As I listened to Mariah Carey belting out All I Want for
Christmas is you last Friday, I guessed that someone
had been successful. I have also had on my bookcase a
100 days countdown to Christmas calendar, which has
handily told me each day how many days there are to go
to the big day.
It feels each year that the build up to Christmas gets
earlier and earlier, and please don’t get me wrong, I love
Christmas, the preparations, the nativities, the putting
up of the decorations, but I feel that we can often miss
out Advent, which is such an important part of our
preparations for the celebration of Christ’s birth.
Twelve months ago we were living with a lot of
confusion, even more than today, about what was going
to happen over the next few weeks – I remember seeing
articles about whether Christmas would even happen in
2020.

Unbelievably it is that time again!
The 2021 Christmas puddings are
ordered and will arrive in the second
week of November.

Services were hastily rearranged to be outside and
booking forms sent out because of restricted numbers.
Our time with family and friends was limited to one day
but in amongst all of this, Christmas still happened for
Christmas is all about the birth of Christ.

Prices are as follows:

Advent is a time of preparation; of counting down with
our calendars and candles; of marking the season in
church by recalling again God’s promise of a saviour
through the words of the Old Testament Prophets, John
the Baptist and the words to Mary that she would bear
God’s Son.
We prepare our lives and our hearts to receive Jesus,
just as we prepare our homes for the celebrations. So
although you will be regains this early in December, may
I take this opportunity to wish you all a blessed Advent,
and a very happy Christmas, celebrating the birth of the
Christ-Child once again.

2lb Xmas pudding

£11.50

1lb Xmas pudding

£6.50

Individual Xmas
pudding

£2.50

Sticky toffee
pudding

£6.50

Puddings will be on sale from the second
week of November at The Broadway Pantry
and at worship centres if possible.
If you would like a delivery please ring me
on 07761009846
Anne Lockwood

Fleur
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Reflection

Christian identities, is based upon Arabic design. She
quotes Christopher Wren, who we may think of as the
quintessential English architect: The Gothic style
should more rightly be called the Saracen style,
‘Saracen’ being a contemporary word for Arabians and
Moors. Included in her 390-page book are extensive
examples, showing how Middle Eastern designs
influenced European church architecture from the 10th
century onwards. After reading the book it is not
possible to look at Gothic or Neo-Gothic churches in the
same way again!

Assumptions
Life would be significantly more difficult if we didn’t
make assumptions. We expect our cup of tea to stay on
the table and not float above our heads. When we put
one foot in front of the other, we assume that we will
stay grounded. Living in England, we have preconceived ideas of what happens in each season –
although the weather can temporarily surprise us. We
have taken for granted that supermarkets have ample
stocks of food; petrol stations have fuel; restaurants and
pubs open; we can get our hair cut whenever we make
an appointment, go on holiday anywhere in the world,
and go to church on Sundays.

Perhaps the most difficult conversations we have are
those about our faith with those who think of
themselves as atheists or agnostics. Their assumptions
are either that there is no God or God’s existence is
questionable.
There are many books to help us from a theological
discipline called Apologetics. Five that I can
recommend are:

Since March 2020 our expectations have often been
dashed. We were locked down – a phrase that wasn’t
previously in our vocabulary. We were to stay at home
and not visit family or friends. Planes stopped flying.
Offices emptied. Schools shut. Shops, pubs, restaurants,
salons, even churches closed for weeks. Even now, we
have supply line shortages due to a lack of HGV drivers,
fuel shortages, and an NHS where many people with
serious conditions are on extensive waiting lists due to
the hospitalisation of thousands of COVID sufferers.
The death toll from the disease in the UK alone is almost
144,000 and counting. Many of our assumptions about
life here have had to alter.

Simply Christian, by Tom Wright;
How to Explain Your Faith, by John Pritchard;
Surprised by Joy, by C. S. Lewis;
Unblind Faith, by Michael J. Langford;
Unapologetic, Why, Despite Everything, Christianity
can still make Surprising Emotional Sense, by Francis
Spufford.

An assumption is something that is accepted as true or
certain without proof. We absorb assumptions through
our experience and also what we are taught or told. In
times of upheaval, especially in an age of social media,
conspiracy theories, disinformation and lies can be
disseminated as “assumptions” in cohorts of
populations.

Questioning and reading can lead to a firmer foundation
for our faith and our assumptions.
Canon Andrea Titterington
Arab influences on Gothic architecture can be seen
in these two examples of the trefoil arch – the first a
detail from the Cordoba Mezquita Mosque built in
785 AD.

Therefore we have anti-vaxxers who perpetuate stories
to convince others not to protect themselves from the
COVID virus; Trumpites who insist that he won the U.S.
election a year ago; climate change deniers who profit
from disclaiming any human cause contributing to
global warming; and in some countries civil wars fuelled
by propaganda about fellow citizens. There are also
assumptions by different religions or different sects of
one religion. There are 45,000 different sects in
Christianity alone.
How willing are we to question our assumptions

The one below, a detail from Ely Cathedral, built
some three hundred years later.

Here is one surprising example. Diana Darke is an
Arabist who has lived and worked in the Middle East for
30 years. In 2020 she wrote a book entitled Stealing
from the Saracens. She was inspired to write when
Notre Dame in Paris burned and she noted the
President and French people identifying this church as
an embodiment of all that is French. She also recognised
a current Eurocentric mindset which identifies Islam
with terrorism. The book’s thesis is that Gothic
architecture, the very incarnation of our national and
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THE HALL PLAYERS

From the Registers
Baptisms

What a delight it was last weekend to find the Hall
Players in such good form in their latest production at
their new home, the Preston Playhouse in Market Steet
West in town.

24.10.2021
Louie Shahsvar

Three of the ‘old hands’ of the players, Paul Armitt,
Carol Buckley and the undoubted star Dominic
Swarbrick in his several roles as Calvini the restaurant
owner, Tuto the head waiter and Aggi, Dinka and
Bengie, three waiters, roles which gave him the
opportunity to demonstrate his comedic, choral and
clownish talents to the full, were ably supported by
comparative newcomers, Tom Armitt, Simon Bentham,
Diana Jackson and Becca Paterson, all of whom will I
am sure become regulars in forthcoming productions.

31.10.2021
Finlay Alyn Walker
7.11.2021
Ava Marlowe Hesketh
14.11.2021
Henry William Hardiker

Funerals
11.11.2021
Fiona McGhie

The seven of them put on a rib-tickling performance of
Alan Ayckbourn’s ‘Time of my Life’ to a packed house.
Two more comedies are in the pipeline, and I would
recommend that when the tickets for them come up for
sale, you grab them whilst you can - judging by this
latest offering and their many previous successes, the
future productions will be too good to miss.

Christmas Fair

Saturday 4th December
at
St Peter’s School
at
11.00am

Jim Gibson

And that next production…
Don’t You Want Me?
26th, 27th, 28th & 29th January 2022
Preston Playhouse,
Market Street West, Preston.
A comedy by local playwright and Hall Player
member, Andy Bennison

Everyone Welcome
Lots of festive stalls
and
Father Christmas
will have his own special
grotto

In the 1980s, the Craven Street Community
Centre Discos were legendary. With the building
due for demolition there is one last chance for old
friends to meet again after nearly forty years. It’s
a night for dancing, drinking, reminiscing and the
re-opening of old wounds.
It’s the end of an era, but for some, a beginning.
THE HALL PLAYERS

Coffee, cakes, bacon butties and
hotdogs

www.hallplayers.org.uk
email: the_hall_players@hotmail.com
Box Office: www.prestonplayhouse.co.uk
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a steel frame and steel plates to form the wings of the
angel, giving them a feather-like appearance. Over 80
families who lost loved ones as a result of knife crime
contacted the artist in order to have a personal message
engraved on a blade used in the wings. These messages
of love and remembrance featured on the angel’s wings,
come not only from families but also perpetrators who
have seen the error of their ways and now fight knife
crime and violence in a bid to stop it happening on our
streets.

The Knife Angel

Once completed, and after the restrictions of the
pandemic were lifted, the Knife Angel began its
nationwide tour, the powerful embodiment of the ‘Save
a Life, Surrender your Knife’ campaign. Local
Authorities were encouraged to ‘bid’ for the statue to be
on show in their area to make an impact on knife crime
awareness in that region.

In the year ending March 2021, there were
around 41,000 offences involving a knife or
sharp instrument in England and Wales, 224 of
which were homicides.

In November, the Knife Angel made its way to
Blackburn, the 15th host location, where it would be on
display outside the Cathedral until the 29th of the month
to promote the National Youth Anti-Violence
Educational Programme.

Against this backdrop of violent offences, the British
Ironworks Centre, based in Oswestry, created the
National Monument Against Violence &
Aggression, a stunning 27 ft sculpture formed of
100,000 knives and designed by artist Alfie Bradley.
Completed in 2018, the angel highlights knife crime in
the United Kingdom and seeks to educate young people
about the harmful effect violent behaviour can have on
their communities.

Organised by the Vice Dean of Blackburn Cathedral
Canon Missioner Rowena Pailing and her team, an
intensive educational programme was kick-started with
a candle-lit peace vigil held on 4th November.
Schools across the county were booked to take part in
workshops and conferences throughout the month to
raise awareness and educate on the message of antiviolence and anti-aggression. Alongside the Knife
Angel, there was also a knife bank available for people
to surrender their weapons. Not only does the Angel act
as a catalyst for turning the tide on violent and
aggressive behaviour, but it also acts as a beautiful and
powerful memorial, designed to celebrate those lives
which have been lost through these violent and
thoughtless actions.

The Home Office was contacted and granted the Centre
permission to collect knives from police forces,
Ironworks offering to supply each force with knife bins
completely free of charge. 200 knife banks were set up
and amnesties held for individuals to anonymously
donate their knives.
Knives seized by police were also included, with many
arriving in evidence tubes. Approximately 30% of
knives used in the angel arrived with bodily fluids on
their surface.

Many thanks to Judith Mason for permission to use her
stunning photograph.

Every blade of the thousands of weapons that came in,
was disinfected and blunted before being welded onto

BH
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I was co-opted onto the Land & Buildings Committee in
the mid-1980s and took on the role of Secretary in 1993.
Parish Hall Management was added to the Committee’s
responsibility in 2001. The role involves maintaining all
the parish buildings and grounds and the management
of any projects associated with those buildings. I
oversaw the restoration of St John’s between 2006-10
and am a member of the Project Team for the St
Martin’s Chapel and Parish Hall project. The latest
completed floodlighting project at St John’s has
revitalised the view of the building. I have always
enjoyed being involved with projects. I am also a
Communications Committee member.

Who Keeps a Roof Over
Our Heads?
We all know how demanding it can be to keep our own
home in good repair – imagine then what it takes to
ensure that a two hundred year-old building, a C16th
tower and the land surrounding them, remain wellmaintained. We hear from Chris Couper, Secretary
of the Land and Buildings Committee, who not only has
responsibility for the upkeep of all these areas but who
has also played a major role in the development of the
new St Martin’s Chapel and Parish Centre.

How have your role and its responsibilities
changed over time?
Changing laws and legislation have an ongoing impact
on how the work can be carried out. Everything has to
be balanced and prioritised against changing available
funds.

Chris, tell us a little about you, your family,
your professional life and your early
association with St John’s.
I was born in Blackpool. My father was the School
Dentist. I have an elder brother, who is a Churchwarden
and Organist at his church in Surrey. Sadly, my father
died when I was only 13. Even though he qualified as a
surgeon and dentist, he was always interested in
engineering and I have inherited his love of the motor
car!

What are the particular problems
maintaining a 500 year-old building?

of

St John’s Tower dates back to 1533; the Nave was rebuilt
in the mid-1820s and the Chancel added in 1906.
Keeping the building dry is the main challenge. Both the
roof and drainage systems have problem areas that have
to be monitored constantly. When the restoration
project was undertaken the south Nave wall was very
wet due to the roof and gutter problems and took nearly
9 months to dry out. The walls are lime plaster and any
repairs require specialist contractors. The 5 yearly
Quinquennial Inspection is due in August 2022 so no
doubt some more problems will be discovered!

I moved onto the property ladder in 1972 when I bought
a house in Fulwood. Marilyn and I were married in 1974
in St Anne’s Parish Church and our twins, Alistair and
Charlotte, were born in 1976. They both attended
Broughton Primary School. Alistair was in the choir and
was Head Chorister. Marilyn and I have 4
grandchildren. Two live in West Yorkshire and two near
Barcelona.

Despite these problems, what do you enjoy
about the role?

When I left school in 1963 with 6 “O” levels, my working
life started as a craft apprentice with the North Western
Electricity Board. I attended Blackpool Technical
College for 5 years on day release and evening classes,
transferred to a student apprenticeship, and was
awarded the Higher National Certificate in Electrical
and Electronic Engineering.

Although sometimes challenging, the results of
maintaining the church buildings are rewarding. I want
to continue what our predecessors have done for
hundreds of years. To balance the more serious
problems, there are always the calls about the sheep that
have escaped from the glebe field and are in the
churchyard; the roof alarm sounding on Christmas Eve
and disturbing the residents at the Marriott Hotel; the
delivery men who cannot find the church and, lately,
trying to locate an electrical fault on one of the circuits
at St John’s. There’s never a dull moment!

During my career, I was authorised to operate on the
electricity systems up to 33,000 volts, working mainly
on construction projects, and spent nearly 35 years on
“standby”. I retired after nearly 45 years’ service as
Technical Compliance Manager for the Company, now
known as Electricity North West Ltd. Since retiring I
have been researching our family history and now have
1750 names so far. I wish I could have asked my father
about his involvement as an Army Service Corps
Dispatch Rider in France in the 1st World War.

What would you say to anyone thinking of
offering help in this area?
If you love the St John’s building and what its history
represents and appreciate the assets that the Parish of
Broughton has, then give me a call and I will help you to
love them as much as I do!

My first “job” at Broughton was early in the 1980s as a
member of the St John’s gardening team. I am still a
member and arrange the annual rotas.

If you like a challenge, then call me and I’ll guide you
through the process of maintaining the Parish Church
and the rebuilding St Martin’s Chapel and Parish Hall
…and I’ll explain how you can help.

Perhaps your principal role in the parish is as
Secretary of the Land & Buildings Committee could you give us some idea of what that
involves?
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We Will Remember Them

As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust,
Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain;
As the stars that are starry in the time of our
darkness,
To the end, to the end, they remain.

For the Fallen
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Choir Notes

Congratulations are also in order to Tobias Calvey,
who was recently admitted to the Choir as Junior
Singing Boy,

Christmas is coming….........and it would seem, as life
begins to return to something like normality in the
Parish, that our young singers, along with the
Gentlemen of the Choir, are very definitely looking
forward to the return of the fun and excitement of the
Typical Broughton Christmas. Something we last
enjoyed in 2019!
Top of the list, will of course be the traditional Festival
of Nine Lessons and Carols at 6.30 on Sunday
19th December
and the
Eucharist on Christmas Day at 10.00 am, but as
always, our Choristers, following the usual late flurry of
invitations, will be singing at functions in a number of
local venues in the weeks before the 'Big Day'.
And a Carol Concert?

and to James Ridings, promoted to Full Chorister.

Yes, that's in the programme too! Wednesday 22nd
December will see the return in the Parish Church, of
this highly popular Christmas event.
As usual, there'll be plenty of singing for Choir and
audience, light-hearted readings by the Boys, seasonal
refreshments etc, etc

We can promise a relaxed and
fun-filled evening for all the
family.
Tickets will be available very soon. Don't miss
out by applying too late.
And finally, don't forget

Remember, only one performance this year!

The Choir's CD
'O Come Emmanuel'
is still available..........and will make a very acceptable
Christmas Gift with a local flavour. Recorded in Church
in 2019, this, the Choir's sixth CD, features the Boys and
Gentlemen of the Choir, accompanied by Organist
Harry Spencer, singing both traditional Carols and
arrangements by modern composers.

Welcome
Early last month, we were pleased to welcome Mr Peter
Folkes to the Bass Section of the Choir. Peter, a former
Head Chorister at Salisbury Cathedral and Music
Scholar at Sherborne School, is currently completing his
medical studies at Preston Royal Hospital.
The

Green

Ribbon......and no, absolutely
nothing to do with
Cop 26!
This is the ribbon,
unique to Broughton
Choir, presented to the
Chorister of the Month.

Congratulations to
Michael CorrickPollard
who became the first Boy
to receive the Award
since the return of Choral Services.
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Light up a life
December 2021
4th
6th
8th
10th

Andrew, Carol, Alex, Wayne and Simon
Nancy Milne
Eilwen Dixon
Richard & Elizabeth

10th
11th

Barry Townsend
Hilda Mulholland and family

13th
14th
15th

Andrew, Carol, Alex, Wayne and Simon
The Bond family
Audrey, Stephen & Helen Perry

19th

Doreen Reeve, Carole and family

22nd
23rd

Barbara Barber & family
Graham & Hilary Billington

27th

Meryl Simpson

In loving memory of Sam Dawson
To celebrate the birthday of my great granddaughter Iona
In memory of Harry, a dearly loved husband, on his birthday
In memory of MARGERY GOODALL whose birthday it is today,
with our love
In memory of his father Kenneth
Precious memories of Bob on the 14th Anniversary of our parting.
In our hearts forever.
In loving memory of Sam Dawson on his birthday
Thinking of Kathryn on what would have been her 50th birthday
In loving memory of wonderful Husband and Father WRP Perry
(Pete) DFC
In loving memory of Les, a dear husband, dad and grandpa
on the anniversary of his passing
Birthday memories of Ian Robert Barber
In memory of our father, Alfred Billington, on the occasion of his
birthday
In memory of Robert on our Wedding Anniversary

Anyone who would like to have the church flood-lit on a particular occasion to celebrate an anniversary or
commemorate a loved one can be book it by calling Chris Couper on 01772 863782 or e-mail
chris.j.couper@talk21.com
The cost per night is £15. Please send cash, or cheques made payable to “PCC of Broughton”, to Chris Couper,
78 Greenacres, Fulwood, Preston, PR2 7DB, or to the Parish Office. If paying by BACS please use reference “LuaL”.
REMINDER --- PLEASE REMEMBER TO GIFT AID YOUR DONATION, the church can claim an extra 25 pence
for every pound you give.

Nationwide Digital Churchyard Mapping Project
The first of 19,000 churchyards will be surveyed as part of a Church of England project to create a
free digital map of every grave and feature in every churchyard in the country.
The ancient church of St Bega on the shores of Bassenthwaite Lake in the Diocese of Carlisle is the first churchyard
to be scanned by surveyors using sophisticated laser equipment, as part of the national programme. A new website
will go online next year giving free access to the map which is expected to be of special interest to local community
groups, conservationists, and those researching family history.
The Church of England has partnered with Cumbrian-based surveying company Atlantic Geomatics who will use
back-pack mounted laser scanners to quickly and accurately map churchyards. They will also photograph all the
visible headstones. There are around 19,000 Anglican burial grounds in England, and the ambitious scheme will
aim to digitally survey the majority over the coming seven years. Data on burials will be combined with other
information, such as the National Biodiversity Network Atlas, to present the most complete picture of churchyards
to date.
The project will come at no cost to parishes or dioceses in the Church of England and parishes will have free access
to the map through a new web-based record system which is set to launch in Spring 2022. There will also be the
option to subscribe to additional services. Substantial funding for the programme has been given by Historic
England, with the National Lottery Heritage Fund and Caring for God's Acre supporting the pilot phase, as well
as support from genealogy research websites, all of which has allowed the basic service to be made available to
parishes free of charge
Church by church, and diocese by diocese, it is hoped that all Anglican churchyards will be surveyed over the next
seven years. As well as capturing details of burials, the online interactive map will detail biodiversity in churchyards,
including ancient trees and plant-life, as well as green technology such as solar panels.
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Fell Country Park over a 3-hour period (10am-1pm).
Each base earns the team points which are totalled to
reveal the winners back at Waddecar campsite later in
the afternoon. The bases are aimed at testing traditional
Scouting skills; however in more recent years they have
moved with the times and a few more modern practical
skills have been thrown in.

Scout News
It has been some time since I have sat down at my
keyboard to write an update for Outlook, with the last
Scout update being back in April 2020. Back then I was
updating you on all the work that had just begun on
improving the scout hut, as well as updates on camps
and other Scout activities and gatherings that were
happening around the district.

The Scouts are expected to pack all the kit necessary for
a hike, including what they may need to make a shelter,
and carry this throughout the competition. The event
starts with a kit check at the beginning and if they are
found to be lacking in any of the kit, they can lose points
before the competition even starts, so it gives them a
strong incentive to think ahead and make sure they have
everything they need. With over 300 young people on
the fell for the competition, it was great to see so many
young people once again taking part.

Little did we know at this point that the world was about
to change and scouting as we once knew it would no
longer be possible and everything stopped. New words
and phrases came into our daily lives such as ‘Social
Distancing’, ‘COVID Safe’ and my personal favourite
whilst it lasted, ‘Eat out to help out’.
For a few months we were unable to run any scouting
activities; however as everyone adapted to our new way
of life, we entered a new world of running Scouts online.
Those who know me will agree that I’m no stranger to
technology. I love my electronics and gadgets and in my
work life I spend a lot of time on a computer, but my
idea of scouting tends to be some group activity outside
often with fire!

At 1pm, all bases closed and the scouts started the short
walk to Waddecar camp site where they booked the
teams in, and were treated to a well-deserved soup and
a roll to warm them up. Whilst we didn’t win the event,
we came a very respectable 12th and 16th out of 120
teams.
Congratulations also go to two of our Cub packs who
have also had their taste of success this month. Friday
and Thursday night Cubs were joint winners of the
District’s Cub Pack of the Year contest. The competition
consists of a series of bases where each pack of 6 cubs
are expected to work as a team to solve problems and
compete in team games. This win made them eligible to
go through to represent Preston District at the County
Challenge Day the following week. After a full day of
team challenges and crazy games, Friday Cubs came 4th
out of 16 teams with a score of 204. With only 5 points
separating 1st and 4th position, it was a very close
competition.

It’s fair to say adapting Scouts to work online was a
challenge; it’s very hard to hike or camp on Zoom!
However, as the Marines say Improvise, Adapt, and
Overcome, and thanks to a huge amount of work from
some fantastic leaders, an engaging programme was
created. Scouting continued with cooking competitions,
online escape rooms, scavenger hunts, crafts and more,
all being run over online meetings. The good news is
that things are now slowly getting back to normal and
since September all sections (Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and
Explorers) have gone back to face to face meetings,
albeit with a few tweaks to make things covid safe. As
good as the Zoom meetings were, I thankfully haven’t
heard anyone calling out for us to run another one!

Finally, I’d like to say how fantastic it was to be able to
take part in the Remembrance Parade once again. It is
nearly 2 years since scouts have taken part in a parade
at the church. It was quickly clear to us that we were all
out of practice, and those eagle-eyed parishioners
among you may have noticed the flags changing order at
a couple of points in the service. Despite these minor
hiccups, it was lovely to see all the smart young people
who turned out to pay their respects. We are also
extremely grateful to Rev’d Canon Fleur Green who has
invited us back to resume monthly uniformed parades
at the Church.

This last month has felt like normality really has
returned with a host of annual events once again
returning to our calendars. Our bonfire night
celebrations were a huge success with a roaring fire and
a firework display which I have been told was even
longer than the one at Grasshoppers! With food and
drinks galore, the event raised nearly £2000 for
Broughton Scouts. So, a huge thank you goes out to
everyone who contributed. Money raised from the event
goes directly back into scouting in the parish, providing
our young people with adventures over the coming year.

If this all sound like great fun, feel free to get in touch
with our Group Scout Leader Toby Barnett on
07779247022,
or
visit
our
website
www.1stbroughtonscouts.org.uk. We are always on the
lookout for people to help, not just as leaders but for all
those behind the scenes jobs too. So why not give it a
go?

On the topic of adventures, 1st Broughton Scouts
recently entered 2 teams into the Waddecar Service
Crew Challenge Trophy. Informally referred to simply
as Crew Challenge, this competition has been hosted by
the staff at Waddecar Camp Site for over 30 years. Due
to COVID it was unfortunately unable to go ahead last
year so it was great to see this event return. The main
idea of the competition is that teams from across
Scouting and Guiding navigate around bases on Beacon

Phill Pollard
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As part of the Zoroastrian religious sect, priests paid
particular attention to the stars and gained an
international reputation for astrology, which was at that
time highly regarded as a science. Their religious
practices and this use of astrology meant the term Magi
was linked to the occult in general as can be seen in our
word magic.

We Three Kings
Of all the characters present at the birth of the Christ
child, the three described as ‘wise men’ or ‘kings’ are
perhaps the most enigmatic.
Only Matthew’s Gospel makes mention of the
mysterious magi:

Although these Magi are commonly referred to as
"kings", there is nothing in the account from the Gospel
of Matthew that implies that they were rulers of any
kind. The identification of the Magi as kings is perhaps
linked to Old Testament prophecies that describe the
Messiah being worshipped by kings as in Isaiah 60:3:

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judæa in
the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise
men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is he
that is born King of the Jews? For we have seen his star
in the east, and are come to worship him.’

And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to
the brightness of thy rising.

And when they were come into the house, they saw the
young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and
worshipped him: and when they had opened their
treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and
frankincense, and myrrh. And being warned of God in
a dream that they should not return to Herod, they
departed into their own country another way.

in Psalm 28.69:Because of thy temple at Jerusalem
shall kings bring presents unto thee.
and Psalm 72:10: Yea, all kings shall fall down before
him: all nations serve him.
Early readers it would appear, reinterpreted Matthew in
light of these prophecies and elevated the Magi to
royalty. Similarly, Matthew makes no mention of how
many magi visited the manger: we accept three –
presumably on the basis that three gifts were presented
to the infant Jesus. In Eastern tradition however, the
magi often number twelve.

With these scant details, it is perhaps not surprising
then that artists have felt free to portray them in very
different ways. Perhaps most of us are content with
familiar portrayal, drawn from all those school
nativities we have watched or taken part in, of three rich
kings complete with expensive robes and golden
crowns. But just how accurate is this image?

Magi, the plural of magus, in its simplest interpretation
may indeed refer to ‘wise men’: through its derivation
from Latin, through Greek and Persian however, it
refers more specifically to the caste into which
Zoroaster, the Persian prophet, was born.

In Botticelli’s Adoration of the Magi, now housed in the
Uffizi Museum in Florence, this interpretation of
kingship was hijacked by members of the wealthy
Medici family. They had themselves painted into the
scene: Cosimo de' Medici (the Magus kneeling in front
of the Virgin; his sons Piero (the second Magus kneeling
in the centre with the red mantle) and Giovanni (the
third Magus). Clearly any religious scruple Botticelli
may have had came a distant second to the need to
please his patrons.
BH

The
Byzantine
mosaic
opposite
from the Basilica of
Sant'
Apollinare
Nuovo, Ravenna,
depicts the Magi in
Persian clothing,
breeches,
capes
and Phrygian caps.
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Tracey Eves
Vacancy

Brendan Hurley
John Dempsey, Ian Simpson
Malachi 3: 1-4
Phillipians 1: 3-11
Phill Pollard
Laura Pollard
12, 315, 474, 9, C2, C82
Benedictus

12

Carol McAteer
Ian & Susan Cherry
Zephaniah 3: 14-end
Philippians 4: 4-7
Marilyn Couper
Cliff Bell
10, 387, 297, 7
146: 4-end

No Service

Rosemary Hurley

1.30pm Baptism

Robert Sparks, Vicki Thornley

1.30pm Baptism

Wendy Sidders, Ian Simpson

Gospel Reading
No Baptism

Luke 1: 39-45 (46-55)

Tracey Eves
Margaret Bond

Brendan Hurley
Dave & Sue Armistead
Isaiah 60: 1-6
Ephesians 1: 3-14
Elena Wren
Anne Lockwood
26, 257, 33, 34, C32
72: 1-15

No Baptism

Matthew 10: 17-22

Gospel Reading

Communion Reading

Jim Gibson
Please see hymn board
Delia Riding
Kay Gibson
Rota being prepared

Ann-Louise Robson
Debbie Hall, Paul Kinlock

Barry & Janet Townsend

1.30pm Baptism

Matthew 2: 1-12

Gospel Reading

Ephesians 1: 3-14

Isaiah 60: 1-6

Communion Reading

Flowers:

Warden:
Sidesmen
& Prep:
Reader:
Hymns:
Teas:

St Peter's

No Service

Brendan Hurley
Pam Kay, Kath Morris
1 Samuel 1: 20-end
1 John 4: 7-16
John Webster
34, 393, 258
98
Christmas Flowers

9.30am: Holy Communion

St Martin's

Reader:
Hymns:
Psalm:
Flowers:

Warden:
Sidesmen:
Lessons:

6.30pm: Choral Evensong

Hymns:
Psalm:

Readers:

Warden:
Sidesmen:
Lessons:

9.30am: No Service

No Service

Christmas Flowers

Tracey Eves
Robert Sparks

11.00am: Holy Communion

Warden:
Sidesman:

8.00am: Holy Communion

St Peter's

St Martin's

Flowers:

6.30pm: No Service

10.30am - 12.00 Private Prayer

Warden:
Sidesman:

8.00am: Holy Communion

St John's

Epiphany

First Sunday of Christmas
St Stephen

St John's

January 2nd

December 26th

Please check for any late service amendments with the weekly Parish Newsletter or telephone Vicki on 01772 713880

Gospel Reading

Luke 3: 7-18

Gospel Reading

Luke 3: 1-6

Philippians 4: 4-7

Phillipians 1: 3-11

Hebrews 10: 5-10

Communion Reading

June Eccles
Emma Williamson
Bronwen Wilson
Gill Bagwell
Please see hymn board
Gill Bagwell
Cheryl Adamason
Rota being prepared

Micah 5: 2-5a

Flowers:

Warden:
Sidesmen
& Prep:
Reader:
Hymns:
Teas:

9.30am: Holy Communion

St Peter's

St Martin's

Flowers:

Communion Reading

Andrew Lum
Please see hymn board
Bronwen Wilson
Emma Williamson
No Flowers

Vacancy
Eddie & Anne Watson

Ann-Louise Robson
Jo Hodson, Jo Whalley

Service of Nine Lessons and
Carols by Candlelight

Warden:
Sidesmen:

Zephaniah 3: 14-end

Flowers:

Warden:
Sidesmen
& Prep:
Reader:
Hymns:
Teas:

18, 438, 483, 9, C1
Magnificat

Ann-Louise Robson
Chris & Marilyn Couper
Micah 5: 2-5a
Hebrews 10: 5-10
Choristers

6.30pm: Nine Lessons and Carols

Hymns:
Psalm:

Readers:

Warden:
Sidesmen:
Lessons:

Communion Reading

Janet Huggan
Please see hymn board
Susan Peacock
Carol Pettinger
No Flowers

Graham Riding
Ian Hall, Roger Jackson

Ann-Louise Robson
Chris Couper

11.00am: Holy Communion

Warden:
Sidesman:

8.00am: Holy Communion

St John's

Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 19th

Malachi 3: 1-4

Flowers:

Warden:
Sidesmen
& Prep:
Reader:
Hymns:
Teas:

St Peter's

No Service

Carol McAteer
Barry & Janet Townsend
Isaiah ch. 35
Luke 1: 57-66 (67-end)
Choristers
353, 184, 498
50: 1-6
No Flowers

9.30am: Service of the Word

St Martin's

Reader:
Hymns:
Psalm:
Flowers:

Warden:
Sidesmen:
Lessons:

6.30pm: Choral Evensong

Hymns:
Psalm:

Readers:

Warden:
Sidesmen:
Lessons:

St Peter's

No Service

Brendan Hurley
Rosemary Hurley, Lawrence Miller
Isaiah 40: 1-11
Luke 1: 1-25
Brendan Hurley
353, 215, 11
75
No Flowers

Carol McAteer
Vacancy

11.00am: Service of the Word

Warden:
Sidesman:

9.30am: Holy Communion

St Martin's

Reader:
Hymns:
Psalm:
Flowers:

Warden:
Sidesmen:
Lessons:

6.30pm: Choral Evensong

Hymns:
Psalm:

Readers:

Warden:
Sidesmen:
Lessons:

11.00am: Holy Communion

Warden:
Sidesman:

St John's

8.00am: Holy Communion

St John's

Third Sunday of Advent

Second Sunday of Advent

8.00am: Holy Communion

December 12th

December 5th

SUNDAY SERVICES and Duty Rotas

BROUGHTON OUTLOOK
December 2021

